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LIBERIA  AND  THE  LIBERATED  AERICANS. 

The  Hon.  J.  P.  Usher,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on  the 
7th  of  January,  1863,  sent  to  the  Hon.  G.  A.  Grow,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  a correspondence  between  that  Depart- 
ment and  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  Agent  of  the  United  States  for 
recaptured  Africans  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  first  in  this  series 
of  letters  from  Mr.  Seys  is  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 
then  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  bears  date  Monrovia,  Octo- 
ber 31,  1860,  in  which  the  writer  says:  “It  affords  me  much 
pleasure  to  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the  recaptives 
of  the  notorious  Echo,  brought  here  by  the  Niagara,  in  November, 
1858,  are,  with  a few  exceptions,  alive  and  well,  making  rapid 
improvement  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  many  of  them  regular 
attendants  on  the  worship  of  God,  and  members  of  the  Christian 
churches.”  Mr.  Seys  also  refutes  in  this  letter  an  unfounded  slander, 
set  afloat  by  a correspondent  of  Key  West,  that  some  of  these 
recaptives  had  been  taken  back  to  Congo,  and  sold  again,  which  is 
pronounced  as  notorious  a falsehood  as  this  correspondent  ever 
invented. 

In  his  second  letter  addressed  to  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
the  Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  Mr.  Seys  states  that: 

In  many  instances  a praiseworthy  rivalry  seems  to  exist  as  to  whose 
recaptives  shall  look  better  and  appear  better  dressed.  In  several 
families,  and  on  some  fanns,  care  is  taken  to  teach  them  to  read.  Girls 
are  taught  to  sew ; and  I have  already  become  cognizant  of  the  fact, 
that  some  are  making  rapid  improvement  in  these  arts  of  civilized 
life ; in  one  case  a girl  from  the  Erie  has  made  her  own  dress.  I 
may  not  at  the  same  time  forget  to  state  that  some  have  been  ill- 
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used,  and  I had  to  take  them  away  and  put  them  in  other  and 
better  hands.  These,  be  it  said  to  the  honor  of  the  people  of  Libe- 
ria, are  rare,  exceedingly  rare  instances.  Among  the  most  pleas- 
ing and  affecting  events  of  interest  connected  with  the  providential 
capture  of  these  hundreds  of  poor  exiles  from  home  and  friends  are 
the  cases  of  recognition  of  relatives;  brothers  and  sisters  discover 
each  other  in  the  different  cargoes  that  amve,  rush  to  each  other’s 
arms,  and  beg  not  to  be  separated.  A husband  finds  a wife  whom 
he  had  been  torn  from,  and  little  imagined  she  would  so  soon  fol- 
low him  to  a land  of  freedom  and  comfort. 

I conclude  by  saying  that  it  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  the  Christians 
of  Liberia,  and  all  its  well-informed  citizens,  that  success  may  con- 
tinue to  attend  the  efforts  of  the  American  squadron  on  this  coast, 
until  every  slaver  shall  be  caught  and  the  brutal  traffic  abandoned. 

In  letter  third  addressed  to  Mr.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  February  19,  1861,  Mr.  Seys  states: 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a contract  having  been 
formed  between  the  Colonization  Society,  through  their  special 
Commissioner,  Dr.  James  Hall,  of  Baltimore,  and  the  Liberian 
Government,  virtually  makes  over  to  the  latter  all  the  privileges, 
immunities,  and  appropriations  secured  to  that  Society  by  the 
United  States  Government. 

I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a list  of  the  number  of  recaptives 
thus  put  under  the  care  of  the  Liberian  Government,  and  in  con- 
formity with  my  instructions,  shall  continue  the  inspection  of  their 
condition,  and  report  from  time  to  time  accordingly. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that 
the  amount  of  my  drafts  to  November  27,  1860,  was  $11,150  13|^; 
that  I have  drawn  up  to  January  31,  1861,  for  $20,676  81;  making^ 
a total  of  $31,826  941,  the  entire  amount  of  expenditures  for  lib- 
erated Africans  to  the  close  of  the  year  1860. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEYS, 

United  States  Jlgent  for  Liberated  Africans. 

Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  United  States. 

List  of  Liberated  Africans  transferred  to  the  lAberian  Govern- 
ment, January  1,  1861. 


Form  Storm  King  and  Erie 1,295 

From  Cora 634 

From  Bonito 632  . 

From  Castilian,  (Key  West) 272 

From  South  Shore,  (Key  West) 218 

From  Star  of  the  Union,  (Key  West) 296 


Total 


3,347 
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It  would  not  be  easy  to  do  justice  to  the  following  letters  of  Mr. 
Seys  by  printing  a mere  summary  or  abridgement.  We,  therefore, 
give  them  entire  as  they  appear  in  the  Executive  Document,  No.  28: 

United  States  Agency  for  Liberated  Africans, 

Monrovia^  October  31,  1860. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  hermaphrodite  brig 
Bonito,  a prize  to  the  United  States  steam  frigate  San  Jacinto,  came 
into  this  port  on  Saturday  evening  last,  the  27,  with  617  recaptured 
Africans,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Foster,  United  States  navy, 
aided  by  Lieut.  Broome,  of  the  United  States  marine  corps  So 
*soon  as  official  report  was  made  to  me,  1 immediately  began  to  make 
arrangements  for  landing  them  on  the  following  Monday  morning, 
with  the  exception  of  the  sick,  who  required  medical  aid,  and  more 
room.  These  I had  landed  very  early  on  Sunday  morning,  and  put 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  H.  J.  Koberts.  I am  happy  to  say  there  were 
but  twenty  of  these;  the  rest,  as  reported,  being  in  good  condition. 
On  Monday,  by  11  P.  M.,  the  whole  616  were  landed  and  safely 
housed  in  the  large  and  commodious  receptacle  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  One  boy  was  taken  ill,  and  died  before  he  could 
land;  his  remains  were,  nevertheless,  landed  and  interred.  Lieuts. 
Foster  and  Broome  have  exhibited  a degree  of  care  and  watchful- 
ness over  these  unfortunate  creatures,  which  is  deservable  of  praise. 
For  sixteen  nights  during  the  passage  from  the  Congo  river  to  this 
place,  these  humane  and  energetic  young  officers  were  deprived  of 
rest  and  sleep,  in  constant  attendance  on  the  poor  Africans.  Their 
care  and  nursing  were  rewarded,  in  that  only  six  died.  Two  com- 
mitted suicide  by  refusing  all  nutriment  whatever.  Neither  persua- 
sion nor  force  could  make  them  take  food.  Two  died  of  disease,  one 
fell  down  the  hatch  and  broke  his  neck,  and  one  died  in  the  harbor, 
as  before  mentioned.  I have  prepared  receipts  in  triplicate  for  these 
liberated  slaves,  and  shall  make  every  possible  effort  to  dispatch  the 
Bonito  to-morrow.  I must  here  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  startling  fact  that  this  immense  and 
overwhelming  influx  of  naked  and  homeless  savages  among  a small 
community,  where  neither  food  nor  raiment  can  be  found  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  for  their  immediute  care  and  comfort,  is  a matter 
calling  for  serious  consideration.  The  people  of  the  Cora  had  been 
as  judiciously  distributed  as  an  advisory  committee  of  several  gen- 
tlemen, who  sat  with  me  for  several  days,  could  effect.  Twenty 
only  were  left  when  the  Bonito  came  in,  and  the  applications  from 
the  citizens  of  Liberia  for  this  latter  importation  are  numerous;  but 
it  is  to  be  feared  that,  however  wisely  they  may  be  distributed,  and 
however  ample  the  sum  I give  per  capita  to  those  who  take  them, 
the  larger  portion  of  the  people  of  Liberia  cannot  furnish  in  advance 
the  food  and  clothing  for  such  a large  addition  to  their  households, 
and  I cannot  supply  them,  for  neither  money  nor  clothing  can  be 
had  for  drafts. 
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To  add  to  our  present  prospect  of  immense  surplus  population,  the 
Josephine,  I am  advised,  may  be  expected  daily  with  five  hundred 
more.  I had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  26th,  and  anticipated 
that  the  various  bills  against  this  agency  would  be  brought  in,  and 
my  drafts  drawn ; advised  you  thereof,  leaving  blank  the  sums. 

I was  taken  ill  that  next  morning,  have  been  confined  to  my 
bed  for  three  days  with  severe  indisposition,  had  to  do  business  with 
the  ofiicer  of  the  Bonito  by  my  bedside,  and  the  accounts  have  not 
been  sent  in  nor  adjusted;  of  consequence  no  drafts  are  drawn  but 
one  in  favor  of  John  H.  Paxton  for  eighty -five  dollars  (885.) 

I write  now  exceedingly  feeble,  and  most  of  the  time  have  to 
dictate  to  an  amanuensis. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  • 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEYS, 

United  States  Agent  jor  Liberated  Africans. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  United  States. 


United  States  Agency  for  Liberated  Africans, 

Monrovia,  September  3,  1860, 

Sir  : I had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  by  the  hand  of  Lieut.  A.  K, 
Hughes,  commanding  the  brigantine  slaver,  prize  to  the  United 
States  steam  frigate  San  Jacinto,  of  the  capture  of  that  vessel  off  the 
Congo  river,  with  619  slaves  on  board,  there  arrival  here,  (less  three 
who  died  on  the  passage  to  this  port,)  and  there  delivered  to  me.  I 
also  informed  the  Department  that  whilst  we  were  landing  the  recap- 
tives from  the  brigantine,  supposed  to  be  the  notorious  Storm  King, 
of  New  York,  the  ship  Erie,  prize  to  the  United  States  steamer 
Mohican,  arrived  with  867  recaptured  x^fricans,  (thirty  having  died 
on  their  way  here,)  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  J.  W.  Den- 
nington. 

I have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you,  by  an  opportunity  occurring 
to  Baltimore,  that  so  soon  after  the  landing,  housing,  and  providing 
for  these  unfortunate  exiles  from  home  and  friends  as  it  was  pos- 
sible to  effect  it,  I have,  wuth  the  efficient  aid  of  a large  committee 
of  reliable  and  responsible  citizens  of  Liberia,  selected  from  the 
different  settlements  in  this  country,  distributed  these  Africans 
among  the  farmers  and  householders,  on  terms  w hich  I submit  to 
the  United  States  Government  for  approval,  until  I shall  receive 
definite  instructions.  1 pay  for  each  African  taken  up  the  river, 
and  put  out  among  the  farmers  and  cultivators,  fifty  cents  per  wmek, 
and  tw^enty-five  cents  for  those  remaining  in  this  city.  I also 
furnish  each  wdth  twm  suits  of  clothes,  which  shall  not  average 
more  than  five  dollars  to  each  person,  and  furnish  as  bedding,  one 
blanket,  or  African  country  cloth,  wmrth  from  eighty  cents  to  one 
dollar. 
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This  has  given  generals  atisfaction,  and  even  when  added  to  the  ex- 
pense of  landing,  paying  subordinates,  agents,  interpreters,  doctors’ 
bills,  house  rent,  school  teachers,  &c.,  I am  under  the  impression 
will  fall  short  of  the  sum  per  capita  paid  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment to  the  American  Colonization  Society  for  the  support  of 
those  from  Key  West. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  last  Saturday  of  the 
South  Shore,  with  254  on  board,  (108  having  died  on  the  way,) 
and  the  arrival,  as  I am  informed  by  dispatches  from  Cape  Mount, 
of  the  Castilian  at  that  port  with  her  complement,  (ninety-one  of 
whom  died  on  the  passage,)  and  this  morning  the  Star  of  the  Union 
has  anchored  in  our  roadstead  with  her  proportion  of  these  people 
en  route  to  Sinoe.  Thus  the  three  ships  chartered  by  the  Ameri- 
•can  Colonization  Society  have  ail  arrived  on  our  coast. 

Hoping  to  be  instructed  definitely  and  explicitly  in  reference  to 
the  further  care  and  support  of  these  recaptured  Africans,  and 
others  w'ho  may  be  sent  here  by  the  very  efficient  squadron  you 
have  appointed  on  this  coast — a squadron  whose  success  already 
exceeds  all  hitherto  accomplished  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment in  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  I submit  this  communication 
to  your  consideration. 

I shall  keep  a particular  and  succinct  account  of  all  expenditures 
for  the  relief  of  these  Africans,  and  at  the  end  of  this  quarter,  Sep- 
tember 30,  draw  on  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the 
amount  up  to  that  date.  Should  I,  for  want  of  definite  instructions 
in  the  premises,  err  in  drawing  on  the  wrong  department  of  the 
Government,  subsequent  instructions  \vill  be  gratefully  received, 
and  such  error  corrected. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEYS, 

United  States  Agent  for  Liberated  Africans. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  United  States  of  America. 


United  States  Agency  for  Liberated  Africans, 

Monrovia,  October  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  bark  Cora,  of  New 
York,  a prize  to  the  United  States  flag-ship  Constellation,  was 
brought  into  this  port  on  Sunday  evening  last,  the  14th  instant, 
with  694  recaptured  Africans  on  board,  under  command  of  Master 
Thomas  H.  Eastman.  After  an  official  communication  with  the 
President  of  Liberia,  held  early  yesterday,  I proceeded  to  make 
arrangements  for  landing  the  said  Africans,  and  by  8 A.  M.  to-day 
the  whole  number  were  landed,  receipts,  in  triplicate,  prepared  for 
the  commander  of  the  prize,  and  every  facility  rendered  for  dis- 
patching the  Cora  on  the  18th,  This  addition — this  large  addition 
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to  the  1,400  by  the  Storm  King  and  Erie,  renders  the  duties  which 
devolve  upon  me  not  only  onerous  and  complicated,  but  exceed- 
ingly difficult  and  perplexing.  I have  purchased  all  the  material 
suitable  for  clothes  for  these  nude  and  emancipated  creatures  which 
the  stores  afford  here,  as  well  as  all  which  the  vessels  have  brought 
in,  and  yet  I have  not  supplied  two-thirds  of  the  large  number 
thrown  on  my  care.  Money  cannot  be  had  to  accommodate  me 
in  paying  the  varied  sums  due  the  400  or  500  persons  among  whom 
these  thousand  of  Africans  are  distributed  and  supported.  The 
circulating  medium  of  Monrovia  (paper  money  and  specie)  are 
both  inadequate  to  the  demands,  and  the  utmost  inconvenience  is 
consequently  sustained.  To  meet,  in  some  manner,  the  exigency, 
I have  to  issue  due  bills,  which,  when  they  accumulate  in  the 
hands  of  any  one  merchant  or  citizen,  I redeemed  with  drafts  on 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  advise  the  Department  that  I have 
drawn  to  the  amount  of  $3,825  98  up  to  September  29,  1860,  and 
would  forward,  by  the  Cora,  my  accounts  and  receipts ,'  but  while  pre-' 
paring  them  this  late  arrival  has  rendered  it  impossible.  Besides 
which,  the  entirely  incomplete  state  of  the  bills  due,  companies  par- 
tially clothed,  persons  only  paid  in  part,  large  numbers  yet  undis- 
tributed, rendered  it  impossible  to  furnish  th.e  Hon.  Secretary  with 
such  a specific  account  as  will  soon  follow  by  the  bark  Mendi,  of  New 
York.  A list  of  the  drafts  alluded  to  I enclose,  and  hope  that  they 
will  be  duly  honored. 

I have  to  inform  the  Department  that  a number  of  our  recaptives 
have  wandered  away,  under  the  idea  of  returning  to  their  own 
country.  Several  have  been  retaken  and  brought  back,  and  are 
contented.  In  one  day  twenty-five  were  thus  apprehended.  One 
man  hung  himself  in  a fit  of  mental  despondency,  and  some  forty 
have  died.  As  a general  thing,  however,  all  have  found  good 
homes  among  the  citizens,  and  1 can  readily  find  many  more  homes 
for  the  large  company  by  the  Cora. 

The  committee,  who  sat  several  days  apportioning  out  the  Afri- 
cans, demand  pay.  They  are  poor,  were  from  the  upper  settle- 
ments, and  had  to  pay  board.  I hesitate  until  I know  officially  the 
approriation  made  for  these  recaptives ; nor  do  I increase,  though 
urged  to  do  so,  the  small  allowance  I have  made  per  capita  for 
those  by  the  two  former  prizes.  I submit,  most  respectfully,  the 
propriety  of  sending  to  me,  insured,  a box  of  specie,  in  five  dollars 
and  quarter  eagles,  to  the  amount  of  $25,000  or  $30,000  to  meet 
the  emergency  of  the  case,  as  well  as  a large  quantity  of  common 
domestics,  material  for  the  wear  of  those  unfortunate  fellow-beings. 

The  people  of  the  Cora,  wdth  few  exceptions,  are  in  good  condition ; 
and  I take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  my  admiration  of  the  kind 
and  humane  treatment  of  Master  Eastman  and  Midshipman  Hall 
to  them,  and  to  the  skill  and  management  of  these  officers  in  making 
the  passage  in  the  short  time  they  did  from  the  place  of  capture.. 

Any  instructions  which  the  Hon.  Secretary  may  see  fit  to  favor 


LIBERATED  AFRICANS. 


1863.] 


103 


me  with,  and  any  directions  as  to  the  better  performance  of  these 
complicated  duties,  will  be  gratefully  received  and  appreciated. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEYS, 

United  States  Agent  for  Liberated  Africans. 
Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 


Secretary  of  the  Navy,  United  States. 


1860. 
Sept.  25. 
29. 


Drafts  on  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


In  favor  of  P.  H.  Yates $1,266  86 

In  favor  of  J.  H.  Chavers 100  00 

In  favor  of  C.  P.  Clarke 343  84 

In  favor  of  H.  E.  Fuller  . 70  00 

In  favor  of  A.  F.  Johns 143  00 

In  favor  of  McGrill  Bros 790  00 

In  favor  of  Gr.  Moore  1,062  28 

In  favor  of  Mary  Anderson 50  00 


$3,825-98 


United  States  Agency  for  Liberated  Africans, 

Monrovia,  October  17,  1860. 

This  certifies  that  the  agents  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
in  Liberia  have  received  the  number  of  Liberated  Africans  specified 
in  the  following  list,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  are  carrying 
out  the  contract  entered  into  with  the  United  States  Government  for 
their  support : 


Ship. 

Place. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Castilian 

Cape  Mount.. 

285 

Of  these  the  agent  has  made  no 

South  Shore 

Bassa 

218 

report  of  sex  or  age. 

Of  these  233  were  landed, *15  died 

Star  of  the  Union.... 

Sinoe 

320 

since,  leaving — adults,  90  ; from 
10  to  17  years,  128. 

Arrived  with  334 ; 10  were  drown- 

Grand total 

823 

ed  in  landing,  and  4 died  subse- 
quently, leaving  320  ; of  these, 
190  were  men,  114  women,  10 
girls  under  14,  5 boys,  1 infant. 

JOHN  SEYS, 

United  States  Agent  for  Liberated  Africans 
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United  States  Oefice  for  Liberated  Africans, 

Monrovia,  August  24,  1860. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  slaver  Storm  King-, 
a prize  to  the  United  States  steam  frigate  San  Jacinto,  arrived  in 
this  port  on  Tuesday  P.  M.,  August  21,  with  six  hundred  and  six- 
teen recaptured  Africans,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  A.  K.  Hughes, 
United  States  Navy. 

So  soon  as  official  communication  could  be  held  between  the 
commander  of  the  prize  and  myself,  late  the  same  evening,  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  me  for  the  landing  and  support  of  the  said 
liberated  Africans;  and  the  next  morning,  notwithstanding  very 
heavy  rains  during  the  early  part  of  the  day,  I repaired  on  board, 
and  with  good  and  comfortable  boats,  began  to  disembark  this 
large  number  of  wretched  victims  to  a most  inhuman  traffic.  I 
found  them,  men,  women,  boys,  and  girls,  all  in  an  entire  state 
of  nudity;  but  owing  to  the  unremitting  care  of  Ineut.  Hughes, 
and  the  very  efficient  young  officers  under  his  command.  Midship- 
men McCook  and  Ewing,  the  Africans  had  greatly  recruited  and 
improved  since  their  capture  on  the  8th  of  August,  and  I found  them 
in  a condition  vastly  superior  to  any  similar  cargo  of  slaves  ever 
brought  into  this  port.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  LieuL 
Hughes  for  his  kndness  to  these  suffering  fellow-creatures,  his  energy 
and  zeal  in  getting  to  this  port  in  so  short  a time,  and  his  constant 
vigilance  over  the  crew  of  the  notorious  Storm  King. 

Every  principle  of  humanity,  decency,  and  purity,  being  at  vari- 
ance with  the  idea  of  landing  among  the  civilized  and  refined 
Christians  of  Monrovia  these  naked  savages,  I dispatched  on  shore 
an  order  for  several  hundred  yards  of  common  calico,  and  afforded 
each  a covering,  at  least,  in  which  to  land. 

While  engaged  on  board  the  Storm  King  in  landing  the  Africans, 
a large  ship  was  signalized  from  the  leeward,  soon  rounded  Cape 
Mesurado,  came  to  anchor,  and  was  boarded  by  Mr.  Ewdng,by  order 
of  Lieut.  Hughes.  The  information  was  soon  announced  that  she 
was  the  Erie,  of  New  York,  a prize  to  the  United  States  steamer 
Mohican,  with  nearly  nine  hundred  recaptured  slaves  on  board, 
under  command  of  Lieut.  John  H.  Dunnington,  United  States  Navy, 
assisted  by  Midshipman  Todd,  and  ten  men,  forming  the  entire 
prize  crew. 

Communication  being  had  officially  with  Lieut.  Dunnington,  I 
prepared  to  receive,  house,  and  otherwise  take  care  of  this  immense 
and  unprecedented  addition  to  our  population  in  this  place. 

On  boarding  the  Erie  the  next  day,  no  language  can  describe 
the  wretched  and  emaciated  condition  of  these  unfortunate  beings. 
More  than  thirty  had  died  since  the  capture,  and  no  doubt  the 
mortality  would  have  been  much  greater  but  for  the  care  of  Lieut. 
Dunnington  and  Mr.  Todd,  who,  with  only  ten  men  to  work  a 
large  ship,  three  prisoners  to  guard,  and  consequently  as  much  to 
do  as  commonly  falls  to  men  under  such  circumstances,  yet  found 
time,  night  and  day,  to  feed  and  take  care  of  the  sick  and  dying. 
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By  8 o’clock  A.  M.  to-day  the  entire  complements  of  both  ves- 
sels, nearly,  if  not  quite,  1,500  souls,  were  all  landed  safely  and 
provided  for. 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that,  so  soon  as  pos- 
sible, I informed  the  President  of  Liberia  of  the  arrival  of  the  Storm 
King',  (see  Document  No.  1,)  and  most  courteously  requested  per- 
mission to  land  the  recaptured  Africans.  His  Excellency’s  reply, 
with  the  entire  correspondence  up  to  date,  I have  the  honor  to  for- 
ward copies  of ; to  all  of  which  I had  the  speedy,  prompt,  and  definite 
attention  and  instruction  of  the  United  States  Government,  that  so 
soon  as  possible  I may  be  advised  as  to  the  course  I am  to  pursue. 

The  spacious  receptacle  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
being  most  kindly  put  at  my  use  by  their  agent  here,  H.  W.  Dennis, 
Esq.,  has  been  of  much  service  to  me;  but  it  could  only  accommo- 
date the  people  from  the  Storm  King,  and  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
could  I procure  untenanted  houses  in  Monrovia  for  the  large  num- 
ber by  the  Erie.  I have  had  to  rent  five  or  six  houses  for  their 
use. 

An  influx  of  1,500  persons  into  a place  like  this,  where  there  is 
not  often  a large  overplus  of  breadstuffs  and  meats,  obliged  me  to 
make  formal  and  official  requisitions  of  Lieuts.  Hughes  and  Dun- 
nington  for  all  the  remaining  stores  of  the  Storm  King  and  Erie,  to 
both  of  which  they  have  kindly  responded,  and  will  take  my 
receipts. 

The  recaptured  slaves  by  the  Erie  requiring  medical  aid  forth- 
with— two  died  immediately  after  landing — and  the  prisoners  on 
board  the  Storm  King  being  very  ill,  I employed  Dr.  Roberts  to 
accompany  me  on  board,  and  subsequently  to  attend  the  Africans. 
I am  happy  to  report  that  one  of  the  prisoners,  already  given  up 
by  the  surgeon  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  steamer  Lynx,  then  in 
port,  has  been  much  restored  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Roberts,  and 
the  utmost  attention  is  paid  by  him  to  the  Africans. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  kindness  and  willingness  of  the  citizens 
of  Liberia  to  aid  in  the  reception  of,  and  attention  to,  these  people ; 
and  though  the  majority  of  them  are  not  able  without  some  remunera- 
tion to  support  them,  yet  with  that  aid  which  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  so  benevolently  affords,  there  is  every  reason  to 
hope  that  these  liberated  slaves  by  the  Storm  King  and  Erie  will 
prove  as  docile,  industrious,  and  worthy  citizens  of  Liberia  as  those 
by  the  Pons  and  Echo. 

I am  fortunate  in  being  able  to  report  that,  as  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  attend  in  person  to  the  wants  of  so  large  a number  of 
persons  located  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  I succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing the  services  of  the  Hon.  B.  R.  Wilson,  judge  of  the  quarterly 
court  of  this  county,  to  superintend  the  recaptives  by  the  Erie, 
and  his  own  son-in-law,  Henry  Fuller,  Esq.,  to  take  charge  of 
those  by  the  Storm  King.  These  efficient  gentlemen,  with  a num- 
ber ot  Congoes  from  the  Pons  and  Echo,  who  are  employed  by  me 
as  interpreters  and  overseers,  assist  me  much  in  the  multifarious 
duties  connected  with  my  office. 
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It  will  be  necessary,  for  many  reasons  which  may  be  adduced, 
to  place  out  these  Africans  in  the  families  of  the  citizens  of  Liberia 
as  soon  as  possible,  the  more  especially  as  by  reliable  intelligence 
we  may  expect  daily  the  arrival  of  the  liberated  slaves  from  Key 
West,  and  there  will  be  no  room  in  the  buildings  now  employed  in 
IMonrovia  for  all. 

It  will  be  my  policy,  in  view  of  the  intentions  of  the  United 
States  Government  respecting  liberated  Africans,  to  employ  teachers, 
form  schools,  and  make  it  obligatory  on  those  who  take  these  natives 
in  their  care  to  send  them,  at  least  part  of  every  day,  to  school. 

In  accordance  with  my  letter  of  instructions  accompanying  my 
appointment  in  1857,  and  never  rescinded,  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
keep  an  accurate  account  of  all  expenditures  for  the  support  of 
these  Africans,  forward  the  same  to  the  Department  at  the  end  of 
each  quarter,  with  proper  vouchers  and  receipts,  and  draw  for  the 
same. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEYS, 

United  States  Agent  for  Liberated  Africans. 

Hon.  Isaac  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


No.  1. 

Correspondence  between  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  United  States  Agent 
at  Monrovia  for  Liberated  Af  ricans,  and  the  President  of  Libe- 
ria, in  reference  to  the  recaptives  of  the  Storm  King  and  Erie, 
slavers  captured  by  the  United  States  steamers  San  Jacinto  and 
Mohican. 

United  States  Office  for  Liberated  Africans, 

August  22,  1860. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  six  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  or  twenty  recaptured  Africans  arrived  in  this  port 
last  evening  in  the  brigantine  Storm  King,  a prize  to  the  United 
States  steamer  San  Jacinto.  Capt.  Dornin,  in  his  official  dispatch 
to  me  as  the  United  States  Agent  for  Liberated  Africans,  sends 
them  to  me  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Hughes,  of  the  San 
Jacinto. 

From  the  perfect  understanding  had  between  your  Excellency, 
Flag  Officer  Inmann,  of  the  United  States  squadron  on  this  coast, 
and  myself — an  understanding  fully  matured  and  confirmed  in  a 
subsequent  interview  between  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
and  myself — I have  the  honor  to  request  your  Excellency’s  per- 
mission to  land  the  same  liberated  Africans  in  this  place,  with  the 
assurance  from  me  that  they  shall  all  be  fed,  clothed,  housed,  and 
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Otherwise  taken  care  of,  for  one  year,  at  the  entire]Jexpense  of  the 
United  States  Government. 

I shall  be  most  happy  to  have  your  Excellency’s  counsel  and 
'dictation  in  reference  to  the  distribution  of  the  said  Africans  through- 
out the  country,  as  well  as  among  the  citizens  of  Liberia. 

Your  Excellency’s  reply  at  the  earliest  possible  period  will  be 
duly  appreciated. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEYS, 

United  States  Agent  for  Liberated  Africans. 

His  Excellency  S.  A.  Benson, 

President  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 


No.  2. 

Department  of  State, 

Monrovia,  August  22,  1860. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patch of  this  day’s  date,  directed  to  the  President,  conveying  to 
him  the  intelligence  of  the  arrival  in  this  port  last  evening  of  the 
brigantine  Storm  King  with  615  or  620  recaptured  Africans,  a prize 
to  the  United  States  steam  frigate  San  Jacinto;  and  you  infojm 
the  President  that  Capt.  Dornin,  her  commander,  has,  in  an  official 
dispatch,  sent  them  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Hughes,  of  San 
Jacinto,  to  your  care  as  the  United  States  Agent  for  Liberated  Afri- 
cans, and  you  now  solicit  permission  of  this  Government  to  be 
allowed  to  land  the  said  recaptives  in  this  place,  with  the  assurance 
that  they  shall  all  be  fed,  clothed,  housed,  and  otherwise  taken 
care  of  for  one  year,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

In  reply,  I have  the  honor  to  remark,  that  the  Government  and 
people  of  Liberia  feel  the  liveliest  interest  in  the  effectual  and 
humane  efforts  that  are  being  employed  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  on  this  coast,  and  in 
view  of  what  this  Government  regards  as  a just  sense  of  propriety, 
• and  in  accordance  with  the  claims  of  humanity,  will  do  whatever 
it  can  in  facilitation  of  this  object;  and  I embrace  the  present  oppor- 
tunity to  state  explicitly,  though  concisely,  the  policy  this  Govern- 
ment is  now  forced  to  adopt,  owing  to  the  great  and  unprecedented 
influx  of  recaptured  Africans  (wild  heathens  from  various,  tribes) 
there  will  likely  be  in  Liberia,  which  is,  in  substance,  that  these  recap- 
tives must  be  placed  immediately  upon  being  landed  in  charge  and 
under  the  supervision  of  this  Government,  and  a contract  entered 
into  by  which  this  Government  will  have  the  assurance,  and  be 
placed  in  possession,  as  occasion  may  require,  of  a similar  amount 
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per  head  for  the  support,  &c.,  &c.,  of  said  recaptives,  as  has  been 
allowed  by  the  United  States  to  the  American  Colonization  Society 
per  head  for  feeding,  clothing,  sheltering,  &c.,  <fec.,  of  the  three 
prizes  of  recaptives  taken  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  in  the  months  of- 
April  and  May  of  the  present  year. 

A moment’s  reflection  will,  no  doubt^  convince  you  of  the  pro- 
priety of  this  course.  These  recaptives  must  have  good  and  prompt 
training,  not  for  one  year  only,  but  for  several  years,  in  which  case 
they  will  likely  prove  a blessing  to  Liberia ; otherwise  a great  evil 
to  this  Republic  and  to  themselves. 

The  President  has  instructed  me  to  present  his  views  to  you  on 
the  subject  of  the  support  and  training  of  the  recaptives,  and  he 
feels  assured  that  none  but  this  Government  can  organize  and 
carry  out  a system  adequate  to  carry  them  through  the  desired 
and  absolutely  necessary  training  to  fit  them  for  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  privileges  of  citizens  of  a free  country. 

The  greater  portion  of  these  recaptives  must  of  necessity  be 
located  on  public  lands,  under  teachers  and  instructors,  for  several 
years,  on  the  manual  labor  system,  the  plan  of  which  will  have  to 
be  organized  by,  and  under  the  exclusive  supervision  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, so  that  there  may  be  no  failure  in  their  being  properly 
trained  up  to  become  in  due  time  good  and  industrious  citizens  of 
the  Republic. 

In  this  work,  this  Government  claims  to  be  infinitely  more  inter- 
ested than  any  Government  or  body  of  people  can  possibly  be;  it 
is,  therefore,  a work  that  cannot  be  intrusted  to  another. 

If  the  amount  allowed  per  head  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment for  shelter,  food,  clothing,  Ac.,  Ac.,  be  not  sufficient  to  carry 
them  through  the  necessary  training,  regarded  indispensable  by 
this  Government,  we  will  have  to  tax  ourselves,  and  supply  the 
deficiency. 

Presuming  these  views  will  be  deemed  by  you  fair  and  reason- 
able towards  the  Government  which  you  so  nobly  represent,  and 
will  meet  with  your  concurrence,  you  are  at  liberty  to  land  the 
recaptives  from  the  Storm  King  at  your  own  convenience. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  N.  LEWIS. 


No.  3. 

United  States  Office  for  Liberated  Africans, 

August  23,  1860. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  yesterday,  of 
your  communication  of  the  22d,  and  would  have  replied  but  for  my 
absence  on  board  the  prize  Storm  King,  now  in  port. 

I have  perused  with  the  utmost  attention  the  views  of  his  Excel- 
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lency  President  Benson,  as  contained  in  your  dispatch,  and  feel 
deeply  to  appreciate  the  readiness  of  this  Government  in  co-operat- 
ing- with  the  United  States  Government  and  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  in  their  most  laudable  and  noble  efforts  to  arrest 
the  nefarious  slave  trade.  These  assurances  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  are  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  articles  of  compacts 
entered  into  between  wliat  then  were  only  colonies  of  Liberia  and 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  at  the  time  the  former  became 
an  independent  and  sovereign  people.  In  that  compact.  Article  IV, 
now  before  me,  it  is  expressly  stated  that  “recaptured  Africans 
shall  be  admitted  as  heretofore,  the  United  States  Government 
making  provision  for  their  support.” 

In  view  of  this,  the  United  States  Government  has  uniformly 
made  provision  for  any  and  all  recaptured  Africans  brought  into 
this  Republic,  and  keeps  an  agent,  who  has  been  duly  accredited  at 
the  Government  of  Liberia  for  this  purpose,  on  the  spot. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  making  provision  for,  and  the 
taking  care  of,  all  liberated  Africans  coming  into  Liberia,  so  as 
that  they  shall  not  be  any  burden  or  expense  whatever  to  the  Gov- 
ernment or  people  of  Liberia,  will  be  carrying  out  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  compact  refen*ed  to  above ; and  more  than  this,  the 
United  States  Government  has  given  no  pledge  to  do,  nor  can  their 
agent,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  instructions  in  the  premises, 
venture  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  doing. 

I am  compelled,  then,  to  decline  entering  into  any  contract 
that  the  United  States  Government  will  pay  any  sums  of  money 
to  this  Government,  or  make  any  arrangement  with  it,  based  on 
any  contract  made  with  the  American  Colonization  Society  in  the 
case  of  the  Africans  captured  on  the  coast  of  Cuba.  I know  not 
what  that  arrangement  is,  nor  have  I any  instructions  to  make  the 
capture  of  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  any  criterion,  so  far  as  their 
expenses  are  concerned,  for  the  expenditure  of  means  to  support 
the  recaptives  sent  to  me  by  the  United  States  squadron  now  on 
this  coast. 

I beg  leave,  however,  to  assure  his  Excellency  President  Benson 
that  the  entire  correspondence  which  I have  the  honor  to  hold  with 
the  Government  in  this  matter  shall  be  submitted  by  the  very  first 
opportunity  to  the  United  States  Government,  and  I shall  urge 
their  immediate  definite  instructions  in  the  premises.  I need  not 
add  that  it  will  be  my  pleasure,  as  well  as  duty,  so  soon  as  1 receive 
such  orders,  to  carry  out  whatever  arrangement  the  United  States 
Government  may  see  fit  to  make  with  the  Government  of  Liberia. 

Meantime  the  recaptives  by  the  Storm  King,  and  800  more  who 
arrived  yesterday  afternoon  in  the  ship  Erie,  prize  to  the  United 
States  steamer  Mohican,  of  which  I have  the  honor  to  inform  the 
Government  officially,  and  beg  leave  to  land,  shall  all  be  taken  the 
very  best  possible  care  of  that  the  place  and  the  facilities  of  the  place 
will  admit.  As  the  Colonization  receptacle  cannot  hold  all,  I am 
renting  houses,  and  the  citizens  are  ready  ta  take  and  board  in 
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small  numbers,  such  as  they  may  select,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Echoites,  for  which  they  shall  be  satisfactorily  remunerated. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  utmost  consideration, 

Y our  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEYS, 

United  States  Agent  for  Liberated  Africans. 

Hon.  J.  N.  Lewis, 

Secretary  of  State,  Republic  of  lAberia. 

On  the  23d  of  December  of  1861,  Mr.  Seys  wrote  from  Monrovia 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith,  upon  whose 
Department  had  been  devolved,  by  an  official  order  of  the  President, 
(of  May  2,  1861,  the  execution  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  and 
all  subsequent  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,) 
in  reply  to  a dispatch  of  July  20,  1861.  The  inquires  made  by 
the  Secretary  were  answered  in  their  order ; 

Condition  of  the  Recaptives  now  in  Liberia. 

In  addition  to  my  official  reports  forwarded  from  time  to  time,  I 
would  here  say  that  I am  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  wisdom 
of  that  policy  which  provided  this  asylum,  and  now  avails  itself 
of  its  capabilities  for  the  future  care,  training,  and  Christianizing 
of  recaptured  Africans.  I must  confess  that  when,  between  August 
and  November,  1860,  so  many  thousand  of  these  emaciated  savages 
were  thrust  upon  us,  I had  my  doubts  as  to  the  issue,  and  my 
fears,  first,  as  to  whether  they  could  be  provided  for  here  as  well 
as  elsewhere ; and  secondly,  as  to  the  eftect  on  the  people  of  Libe- 
ria— the  effect  morally  and  politically.  But  the  test  has  demon- 
strated, beyond  all  doubt,  that  this  is  the  home  for  them.  That 
many  died,  especially  on  the  Nightingale,  was  to  have  been  ex- 
pected ; they  would  have  died  anywhere ; no  human  skill  or  agency 
could  have  saved  these  mere  living  skeletons,  or  revivified  these  dry 
bones.  But  the  survivors  are  here ; over  3,000  are  merged  in 
the  population  of  Liberia.  No  one  sees  the  evidence  of  such  a 
mighty  infiux  of  hungry,  starving,  emaciated  savages  as  were 
thrown  upon  these  shores  last  year.  Fed  and  fat,  clothed  and 
happy,  learning  rapidly  all  the  manners,  civil  customs,  and  lan- 
guage of  these  American-born  Christian  blacks,  the  mind  of  the 
observer  at  once  goes  baek  to  the  days  and  times  of  the  founders 
of  the  Colonization  Society,  who  conceived  and  planned  the 
mighty  scheme,  by  which  not  only  the  free  blacks  of  the  United 
States  could  make  a home  here  in  their  father-land  for  themselves, 
but  could  go  before  and  prepare  a home  for  the  thousands  of  their 
race,  who,  torn  away  from  their  native  place  and  friends,  could, 
when  recaptured  by  a Christian  nation  of  white  philanthropists,  be 
sent  here,  and  be  made  free  and  happy.  The  most  strangely  suc- 
cessful and  marked*  providential  results  of  the  labors  of  the  framers 
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of  the  noble  structure  excite  in  us  the  uttermost  wonder  and  admi- 
ration. 

Here,  too,  and  nowhere  else  under  the  sun,  these  liberated  Afri- 
cans can  become  parts  and  parcels  of  the  body  politic,  members  of 
the  political,  national  superstructure,  not  now  to  be  raised,  not  now 
experimenting  as  to  its  capability  for  self-government,  but  already  a 
Christian  Republic,  an  independent  and  sovereign  people,  acknowl- 
edged as  such  by  many  of  the  most  powerful  and  wise  nations  of  the 
earth.  These  Africans  evidence,  too,  a degree  of  mental  capability 
which,  I am  of  opinion,  will  compare  favorably  with  other  branches 
of  the  human  race;  and  here  those  capabilities  have  a soil  and  an 
atmosphere  in  which  to  develope  themselves,  nowhere  else  to  be 
discovered. 

Of  my  own  boys  I will  say  nothing,  but  will  adduce  one  or  two 
instances  of  the  vast  improvement  of  these  proteges  of  American 
benevolence  taken  from  other  families. 

Messrs.  Payne  & Yates  have  a Congoe  youth,  (one  of  the  Cora’s 
boys)  who  is  boss  or  headman  of  their  steam  saw-mill,  at  jMarshall, 
on  the  Junk  river.  "While  spending  an  evening,  not  long  ago,  at 
the  residence  of  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Roberts,  the  ex-President  of  Liberia, 
that  gentleman’s  intelligent  lady  called  a little  fellow,  (Benjamin 
Coates,)  who,  after  a bow  by  no  means  ungraceful,  repeated  from 
memory  the  whole  decalogue,  the  apostles’  creed,  and  a little  hymn, 
“ 1 want  to  be  an  angel.” 

Shall  others  captured  by  our  cruisers  be  sent  here? 

By  all  means  let  them  come  : let  all,  all  come.  One  of  the  most 
remarkable  evidences  of  the  capabilities  of  Liberia,  its  soil,  its  fruit- 
fulness, and  the  industry  of  its  agricultural  population  to  meet  and 
take  care  of  these  thousands  of  new  comers,  is  the  fact  that,  not- 
withstanding the  immense  number  brought  in  last  year,  the  short 
crop  of  rice,  the  failure  in  the  usual  amount  of  foreign  breadstulFs, 
(because  of  the  war  of  the  United  States,)  not  one  single  article  of 
Liberian  production  was  raised  in  the  price  during  the  season. 

My  heart  bounded  within  me  at  the  assurance  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  “ the  most  vigorous  measures  are  being 
put  into  execution  for  the  suppression  of  this  odious  trade.”  Let  it 
be  so.  Renew  the  sciuadron;  send  out  to  our  coast  such  men  as 
Inman  and  Taylor  and  Armstrong  and  Le  Roy  and  others;  and  let 
thousands  more  of  poor  stolen  Africans  be  recaptured,  made  free, 
and  sent  to  Liberia. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  the  Liberian  government  have  carried 
out,  in  good  faith,  the  contract  with  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  and  perhaps  no  wiser  plan  could  have  been  adopted.  True, 
President  Benson  has  not  been  able,  notwithstanding  all  his  efforts, 
to  effect  the  erection  of  all  the  receptacles,  and  the  establishment  of 
as  many  schools  as  it  is  intended  to  have  erected  and  established, 
and  as  this  Government  is  bound  to  do,  but  it  will  be  done ; and  I 
would  here  say  most  emphatically  it  is  my  decided  opinion,  that 
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nowhere  else  on  the  face  of  the  earth  could  the  United  States  Grov- 
ernment  find  a place  where  the  same  expenditure  of  money,  the  same 
amount  of  eflbrt,  the  same  care  for,  would  result  in  the  same  amount 
of  good,  physically,  morally,  politically,  and  spiritually  to  the  Afri- 
cans taken  by  our  cruisers  as  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  And 
should  the  question  arise,  as  intimated  in  the  dispatch  of  the  honor-, 
able  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  what  other  respects  can  these  Afri- 
cans be  benefited,  or  what  more  can  be  done  for  them,  I would  most 
humbly  suggest  a more  liberal  policy  in  the  provision  for  them,  in 
order  especially  to  their  education. 

Mr.  Seys  expressed  very  earnestly  and  decidedly  the  opinion  that 
those  persons  of  color  that  shall  be  liberated  through  the  operations 
of  the  present  war  should  be  aided  to  find  a home  in  Liberia : 

I speak  camly,  dispassionately,  understandingly,  and  from  a stand- 
point few  have  had  the  opportunity  to  occupy  as  I have  for  many, 
many  years.  If  this  be  the  home,  the  only  safe  home  for  the  recaptured 
Congo,  how  much  more  for  the  Americo-African  ! His  brethren 
and  relations  are  alread}^  here  ; they  all  speak  the  same  language. 
There  are  millions  of  acres  of  land,  rich,  fertile,  almost  inexhaustible, 
well  watered,  well  timbered,  in  a climate  mild,  adapted  to  the  raising 
of  the  countless  numbers  of  vegetables,  fruits,  and  grains  indigenous 
to  the  torid  zone  —a  country  which  no  part  of  the  world,  no,  not 
India  nor  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  not  the  West  Indies,  nor  South 
America,  can  excel  as  a field  for  sugar,  cotton,  colFee,  cocoa,  indigo, 
<fec.,  but  where  all  these  may  be  raised  in  any  quantity,  with  free 
labor  cheap  always  at  hand,  and  where,  if  anywhere  in  the  world,  a 
poor  man,  other  things  being  equal,  may  become  a rich  man. 

Add  to  this  a Government  of  their  own  making,  a constitution 
founded  on  that  of  the  United  States,  a commerce  with  the  nations 
of  the  world  increasing  every  year,  and  where,  sir,  can  we  find  any 
place  so  well  adapted  as  Liberia  for  an  asylum  for  these  Africans, 
whose  misfortunes  have  or  may  throw  them  upon  the  protection  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States?  There  is  room  enough  on 
these  shores,  and  in  the  rich  interior  country  for  all  you  may  send. 

Since  this  letter  was  written,  Liberia  has  been  acknowledged  as 
an  independent  State  by  our  Government,  and  the  proclamation  of 
the  first  of  Jan.,  1863,  by  the  President,  has  been  pronounced.  The 
effect  of  these  measures  cannot  be  fully  or  immediately  known.  Mr. 
Seys  earnestly  recommends  the  establishment  by  our  Government 
of  a line  of  steamers  between  this  country  and  Liberia.  No  Ameri- 
can is  better  qualified  than  this  gentleman  to  give  an  opinion  of 
the  resources  and  promise  of  Liberia.  He  has  spent  many  years  of 
his  life  in  pious  and  benevolent  labors  in  Africa,  and  we  trust  that 
all  his  hopes  for  free,  moral,  and  intellectual  elevation  will  be  realized, 
that  our  nation  will  respond  to  his  appeals. 


1863.] 


PRESIDENT’S  PROCLAMATION. 


113 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Republic  of  Liberia  was  concluded  and  signed  by  their  respective 
Plenipotentiaries,  at  London,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  October 
last,  which  treaty  is,  word  for  word,  as  follows : 

The  United  States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  desiring 
to  fix,  in  a permanent  and  equitable  manner,  the  rules  to  be  ob- 
served in  the  intercourse  and  commerce  they  desire  to  establish 
between  their  respective  countries,  have  agreed,  for  this  purpose, 
to  conclude  a treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  and  have  judged 
that  the  said  end  cannot  be  better  obtained  than  by  taking  the 
most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity  for  the  basis  of  their  agree- 
ment; and  to  effect  this,  they  have  named  as  their  respective 
Plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say:  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  at 
the  Court  of  St.  James ; and  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  his  Excel- 
lency Stephen  Allen  Benson,  President  thereof,  who,  after  having 
communicated  to  each  other  their  respective  full  powers,  found 
in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

ARTICLE  I. 

There  shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  also  between 
the  citizens  of  both  countries. 

ARTICLE  II. 

There  shall  be  reciprocal  freedom  of  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  The  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  Ameriea  may  reside  in  and  trade  to  any  part 
of  the  territories  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia  to  which  any  other 
foreigners  are  or  shall  be  admitted.  They  shall  enjoy  full  protection 
for  their  persons  and  properties ; they  shall  be  allowed  to  buy  from 
and  to  sell  to  whom  they  like,  without  being  restrained  or  prejudiced 
by  any  monopoly,  contract,  or  exclusive  privilege  of  sale  or  pur- 
chase whatever;  and  they  shall,  moreover,  enjoy  all  other  rights 
and  privileges  which  are  or  may  be  granted  to  any  other  foreigners, 
subjects,  or  citizens  of  the  most  favored  nation.  The  citizens  of 
the  Republic  of  Liberia  shall,  in  return,  enjoy  similar  protection 
and  privileges  in  the  United  States  of  America  and  in  their  Terri- 
tories. 

ARTICLE  III. 

No  tonnage,  import,  or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be  levied  in 
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the  Republic  of  Liberia  on  United  States  vessels,  or  on  goods  im- 
ported or  exported  in  United  States  vessels,  beyond  what  are 
or  may  be  levied  on  national  vessels,  or  on  the  like  goods  imported 
or  exported  in  national  vessels  ; and  in  like  manner  no  tonnage, 
import,  or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be  levied  in  the  United 
States  of  America  and  their  Territories  on  the  vessels  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Liberia,  or  on  goods  imported  or  exported  in  those  vessels, 
beyond  what  are  or  may  be  levied  on  national  vessels,  or  on  the 
like  goods  imported  or  exported  in  national  vessels. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Merchandise  or  goods  coming  from  the  United  States  of  America 
in  any  vessels,  or  imported  in  the  United  States  vessels  from  any 
country,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  nor  be 
subject  to  higher  duties  than  are  levied  on  the  same  kinds  of  mer- 
chandise or  goods  coming  from  any  other  foreign  country  or  imported 
in  any  ether  foreign  vessels.  All  articles  the  produce  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Liberia  may  be  exported  therefrom  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  United  States  vessels  on  as  favorable  tern'is  as  by  the 
citizens  and  vessels  of  any  other  foreign  country. 

In  like  manner  all  merchandise  or  goods  coming  from  the  Repubr 
lie  of  Liberia  in  any  vessels,  or  imported  in  Liberian  vessels  from 
any  country,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
nor  be  subject  to  higher  duties  than  are  levied  on  the  same  kinds 
of  merchandise  or  goods  coming  from  any  other  foreign  country 
or  imported  in  any  other  foreign  vessels.^  All  articles  the  produce 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  their  Territories,  maybe  imported  there- 
from by  Liberian  citizens  and  Liberian  vessels  on  as  favorable 
terms  as  by  the  citizens  and  vessels  of  any  other  foreign  country. 

ARTICLE  V. 

When  any  vessel  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  be 
wrecked,  foundered,  or  otherwise  damaged  on  the  coasts,  or  within 
the  territories  of  the  other,  the  respective  citizens  shall  receive  the 
greatest  possible  aid,  as  well  for  themselves  as  for  their  vessels 
and  effects.  All  possible  aid  shall  be  given  to  protect  their  prop- 
erty from  being  plundered,  and  their  persons  from  ill  treatment. 
Should  a dispute  arise,  as  to  the  salvage,  it  shall  be  settled  by  arbi- 
tration, to  be  chosen  by  the  parties  respectively. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

It  being  the  intention  of  the  two  contracting  parties  to  bind  them- 
selves by  the  present  treaty  to  treat  each  other  on  the  footing  of  the 
most  favored  nation,  it  is  hereby  agreed  between  them  that  any  favor, 
privilege,  or  immunity  whatever  in  matters  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation, which  either  contracting  party  has  actually  granted,  or 
may  hereafter  grant,  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  other  State, 
shall  be  extended  to  the  citizens  of  the  other  contracting  party 
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gratuitously,  if  the  concession  in  favor  of  that  other  State  shall  have 
been  gratuitous,  or  in  return  for  a compensation  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible of  proportionate  value  and  effect,  to  be  adjusted  by  mutual 
agreement,  if  the  concession  shall  have  been  conditional. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Each  contracting  party  may  appoint  consuls  for  the  protection 
of  trade,  to  reside  in  the  dominions  of  the  other  ; but  no  such  consul 
shall  enter  upon  the  exercise  of  his  functions  until  he  shall  have 
been  approved  and  admitted,  in  the  usual  form,  by  the  Government 
of  the  country  to  which  he  is  sent. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  United  States  Government  engages  never  to  interfere,  unless 
solicited  by  the  Government  of  Liberia,  in  the  affairs  between  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants  and  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Libe- 
ria, in  the  jurisdiction  and  territories  of  the  Republic.  Should  any 
United  States  citizens  suffer  loss,  in  person  or  property,  from  vio- 
lence by  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  and  the  Government  of  t)ie 
Republic  of  Liberia  should  not  be  able  to  bring  the  aggressor  to 
justice,  the  United  States  Government  engages,  a requisition  having 
been  first  made  therefor  by  the  Liberian  Government,  to  lend  such 
aid  as  may  be  required.  Citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in 
the  territories  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia  are  desired  to  abstain  from 
all  such  intercourse  with  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  as  will  tend  to 
the  violation  of  law  and  a disturbance  of  the  peace  of  the  country. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged 
at  London,  within  the  space  of  nine  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  Plenipotentiaries  before  mentioned 
have  hereto  subscribed  their  names  and  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  London  the  twenty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS,  [seal.] 
STEPHEN  ALLEN  BENSON.  [seal.] 

And  whereas  the  said  treaty  has  been  duly  ratified  on  both  parts, 
and  the  respective  ratifications  of  the  same  were  exchanged  at  London 
on  the  tenth  ultimo,  by  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  Gerard  Ralston,  Esq.,  Consul  General 
and  Commissioner  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  on 
the  part  of  their  respective  Governments  : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  caused  the  said  treaty  to  be 
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made  public,  to  the  end  that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof,  may  he  observed  and  fulfilled,  with  good  faith  by  the  United 
States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eighteenth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
[l.  s.]  sixty-three,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  eighty^seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seavard,  Secretary  of  State.  ■ 

000 ■ 

AMERICAN  GEOGRAPHICAL  AND  STATISTICAL  SOCIETY. 

Western  Equatorial  Africa. 

A monthly  meeting  of  the  American  Geographical  and  Statistical 
Society  was  recently  held  at  Clinton  Hall,  New  York.  Rev.  Albert 
Bushneil  read  a very  interesting  paper  on  Equatorial  Western  Africa, 
in  which  region  he  has  resided  as  a missionary  for  the  past  twenty 
years.  He  gave  a graphic  sketch  of  the  rivers,  lakes,  mountains, 
climate,  resources,  and  general  characteristics  of  the  country  and  of 
the  character  of  the  natives.  The  region  he  described  extends  150 
miles  inland,  and  about  400  miles  north  and  south  on  either  side  of 
the  equator,  on  the  western  coast.  The  principal  rivers  are  the 
Gaboon,  the  Congo,  and  the  Niger.  North  of  the  equator  the 
seasons  are  two,  the  wet  and  the  dry.  During  the  wet  season,  the 
showers  are  so  copious  that  the  rain  flows  almost  literally  in  streams. 
The  hottest  season  is  in  December  and  . January,  and  the  extreme  range 
of  the  thermometer  is  from  seventy  to  ninety-eight  degrees.  South  of 
the  equator  the  rainy  season  is  not  so  distinctly  marked,  and  the 
principal  peculiarity  is  the  smoky  season,  when,  the  air  is  so  filled 
with  fog  that  it  is  impossible  to  see  but  a short  distance,  and  every- 
thing wears  a gloomy  appearance.  The  climate  is  malarious  to  for- 
eigners, but  is  not  prejudicial  to  the  natives:  Though  the  climate 

is  insalubrious,  yet  after  having  the  necessary  appliances,  there  are 
generally  no  fatal  results. 

The  use  of  quinine  to  prevent  fevers  and  to  cure  them  is  found 
'extremely  beneficial.  The  elevated  interior,  not  yet  explored  by 
foreigners,  Mr.  Bushneil  thinks,  is  very  'healthful.  The  forests  of 
the  high  regions,  away  from  the  rivers,  he  described  as  extremely 
luxuriant  and  beautiful.  The  cassada  plant,  tlie  staff*  of  life  to  the 
natives,  grows  there  in  abundance.  There  might  be  grown  also 
cotton,  of  medium  quality.  The  agricultural  products  of  the  country 
are  very  valuable,  and  include  nearly  all  grown  in  the  tropics,  but 
the  natives  have  a contempt  for  agriculture,  and  are  fond  of  trade. 

The  speaker  gave  a graphic  description  of  the  blighting  effects  of 
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the  slave  trade  upon  that  region.  The  bones  and  sinews,  bodies  and 
souls  of  men,  women  and  children  had  been  almost  the  only  export, 
and  tribe  after  tribe  had  been  swallowed  up  in  it.  Of  its  horrors 
we  could  have,  he  said,  but  the  faintest  conception — eternity  only 
would  reveal  the  bloody  picture.  The  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade 
had  been  mostly  American,  and  there  were  eighteen  American  slave 
factories  on  the  Congo  river.  Large  quantities  of  palm  oil  were  of 
late  being  exported,  and  its  production  could  be  increased  almost 
indefinitely.  Though  immense  numbers  of  elephants  were  yearly 
slaughtered  for  the  ivory  they  furnished,  there  was  no  fear  of  the 
ivory  being  exhausted. 

The  speaker  said  that  instead  of  a region  of  pestilence,  as  was 
generally  represented,  it  was  a goodly  land,  with  great  agricultural 
and  commercial  resources.  When  the  slave  trade  shall  have  been 
■entirely  suppressed  under  the  benign  and  stimulating  influence  of 
Christianity;  when  civilization  will  develope  her  present  resources 
they  will  be  immensely  valuable.  Though  it  was  not  his  purpose, 
the  speaker  said,  to  treat  of  the  ethnology  of  that  region,  he  would 
state  that  he  found  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  African  there, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  would  be  found  as  susceptible  of  intellectual 
and  moral  improvement,  and  as  high  a state  of  civilization,  as  per- 
haps any  other  people  within  the  tropics.  The  territory  in  the 
interior  had  never  been  explored  farther  than  eight  hundred  miles 
from  the  coast,  and  of  the  region  beyond  we  have  no  certain  knowl- 
edge. From  all  that  he  had  seen  and  had  been  enabled  to  learn,  he 
eonfidently  believed  that  there  will  be  found  an  elevated,  healthful, 
and  densely  populated  region,  the  fairest  part  of  the  continent.  Ten 
diflerent  languages  of  tribes  had  been  reduced  to  writing  by  the 
missionaries.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  Bushnell  intimated 
that  Du  Chaillu  had  been  no  farther  in  the  interior  than  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  said  that  the  first  specimen  of  the  gorilla  brought 
from  that  region  was  sent  to  this  country  twenty  years  ago  by  him- 
self, and  was  now  in  the  keeping  of  a scientific  society  in  Philadel- 
phia. 

000 

[From  the  American  Messenger.] 

THE  WALDENSES— GEN.  BECKWITH, 

General  Beckwith’s  loss  of  a leg  on  the  battle-field  of  Waterloo  was,  under 
God,  the  saving  of  his  soul;  for  it  led  him  to  the  Bible  and  to  the  Saviour. 
While  awaiting  an  interview  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in  Apsley-house, 
Gilly’s  work  on  the  Waldensian  valleys  met  his  eye,  and  its  subsequent 
perusal  fired  him  with  the  one  idea  to  which  his  energies  and  resources 
were  thenceforward  for  a third  of  a century  concecrated  the  uplifting  of  a 
martyr-people. 

A few  hours  after  his  arrival  at  La  Tour,  in  1827,  Colonel  Beckwith  began 
his  investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  Vaudois  schools,  till  then  held  only 
in  dilapidated  structure  open  to  wind  and  rain,  or  in  stables.  He  instantly 
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ordered  the  repairing  and  remodling  of  the  first  school-house  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, making  it  a model  for  all  the  others,  and  wisely  stimulating  the 
rivalry  and  liberality  of  the  several  parishes  by  supplementing  their  exertions 
with  adequate  personal  gifts. 

The  rapid  advance  in  everything  good  among  the  Waldenses  dates  from 
that  period.  In  a few  years,  comfortable  shool-houses  and  competent 
teachers  were  to  be  found  along  all  those  valleys,  and  on  all  the  peopled 
hill  sides,  where  this  secluded  and  oppressed  people  dwell.  His  liberal  pen- 
sion was  so  used  as  to  evoke  from  poverty  itself  its  benefactions ; for  he  was 
wise  enough  to  perceive  that  privileges  are  prized  when  they  cost  something. 

We  have  not  space  for  the  details  of  General  Beckwith’s  educational  and 
religious  efforts.  They  may  be  summed  up  thus : One  hundred  and  forty- 
four  school-houses  repaired  or  built ; teachers  instructed  in  the  normal- 
schools  of  Switzerland  ; fifteen  communal  school-houses  rebuilt ; a college  for 
young  men,  and  a boarding  school  for  young  women,  established  and  en- 
dowed ; six  houses  for  professors  erected  and  paid  for ; the  beautiful  church 
at  Turin  built  for  the  Waldensian  Mission  j and  a half  dozen.Vaudois  students 
educated  at  his  expense  in  Tuscany  to  prepare  for  Italian  evangelization, 
when  the  hour  of  emancipation  should  enable  the  martyr-people  to  become 
a missionary  people. 

The  general  lived  to  witness  the  fruits  of  his  self-sacrificing  labors  in  the 
advancing  intelligence,  in  the  love  and  gratitude,  the  freedom  and  piety  of  the 
Waldensian  people.  We  recall  his  portrait  on  the  wall  of  every  cottage  or 
public-house  in  the  valleys  j the  wooden  leg,  the  gun  and  dog,  and  the 
benevolent  face  on  which  none  could  look  without  a benediction.  In  a land 
where  every  habitation  has  its  “ Madonna,”  General  Beckwith’s  picture  is 
styled,  half  playfully,  “The  Madonna  of  the  Valleys.”  As  long  as  Vaudois 
Christianity  shall  live,  and  widely  as  it  may  spread.  General  Beckwith  will 
be  held  in  grateful  remembrance ; and  throughout  the  Christian  world  his 
wise  and  earnest  devotion  to  the  highest  welfare  of  an  oppressed  people,  of 
'another  language  and  another  sect  than  his  own,  will  justly  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  brightest  examples  of  Christian  philanthropy  in  human  annals. 

000 

Meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Colonization  Society. 

The  31st  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Colonization  Society  was  held 
pursuant  to  notice,  on  Wednesday,  the  11th  inst.,  at  the  Managers’  Room,  253 
Broad  street,  Newark,  the  President,  Richard  T.  Haines,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair, 
The  Managers’  Report,  after  alluding  to  the  death  of  six  of  the  officers  of  the 
Society,  ardent  friends  of  the  Colonization  cause,  viz  : Messrs.  Frelinghuysen, 
Miller,  Chetwood,  Condit,  Green  and  Jackson,  proclaims  the  unabated  interest 
of  the  Board  in  the  objects  of  the  Institution,  and  their  belief  that  it  is  the 
best  means  of  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  colored  race,  and  at  the  same 
time  diffusing  Christianity  and  civilization  in  Africa. 

They  represent  the  Republic  of  Liberia  as  being  in  a very  prosperous  con- 
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dition,  and  state  that  25  valuable  emigrants  from  this  State  have  gone  there 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  since  its  last  meeting,  who  are  happy  in 
their  new  condition.  A number  more  have  expressed  a wish  to  go  in  May, 
who  will  be  duly  assisted. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report  shows  that  there  was  $342  44  in  the  Treasury  Jan. 

I,  1862,  and  $336  59  received  during  the  year  from  the  following  churches 
and  individuals,  viz: 

2d  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Newark,  $10  81;  a friend,  $3  00;  J.  W.  Lum, 
$3  00;  1st  Presbyterian  Church,  Newark,  $45  00;  3d  Presbyterian  Church, 
Newark,  $83  12;  1st  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  New  Brunswick,  $20  00;  1st 
Presbyterian  Church,  Elizabeth,  $37  20 ; South  Park  Church,  Newark, 
$33  00;  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  6 Mile  Rtin,  $16  88  ; refunded  by  Mr.  Orcutt, 
$7  00;  2d  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  Somerville,  $12  55;  2d  Presbyterian 
Church,  Orange,  $26  46;  2d  Presbyterian  Church,  Newark,  $38  57.  Paid 
out  for  the  transportation  of  emigrants,  expenses  of  the  Society,  and  to  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  $620  84,  leaving  balance  $58  19,  to  which 
is  to  be  added  a collection  of  $22  25  from  the  1st  Presbyterian  Church, 
Princeton. 

A Committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  reported 
the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  who  were  unanimously  elected,  after 
which  the  Society  adjourned: 

OFFICERS. 

President— Richard  T.  Haines,  Esq. 

Vice  Presidents— Hon.  Jos.  C.  Hornblower,  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field,  Hon. 
B.  Williamson,  Hon.  G.  F.  Fort,  Hon.  P.  D.  Vroom,  Abm.  Browning,  Esq., 
Hon.  Jos.  Porter,  Edward  Battle,  Esq.,  Hon.  Wm.  P.  Robeson,  Wm.  Rankin, 
Esq.,  Hon.  Martin  Ryerson,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Odenheimer,  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Newall, 
Hon.  Daniel  Haines,  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  Rev.  J.  M.  MacDonald,  D.  D.,  Hon. 
Charles  S.  Olden,  Hon.  Edward  W.  Whelpley,  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Esq.,  Rev. 
Samuel  B.  How,  D.  D.,  Hon.  Dudley  S,  Gregory,  Hon.  G.  T,  Cobb. 

Managers — Rev.  John  McLean,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  Magie,  D.  D.,  John  R. 
Davison,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  Rev.  James  P.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Elijah  R. 
Craven,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jonathan  F.  Stearns,  Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  D.  D.,  Rev. 

J.  Few  Smith,  D.  D.,  Rev.  John  Crowell,  N.  N.  Halsted,  Esq.,  Rev.  Hugh  P. 
Wilson,  D.  D.,  Rev.  S.  Beach  Jones,  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Clarke,  Rev.  Edward 
P.  Terhune,  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Hornblower,  D D.,  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Steele,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Tuttle,  Rev.  R.  K.  Rogers,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jacob  C.  Sears,  Rev.  Alfred  Stubbs. 
Dr.  Wm.  G.  Lord,  Rev.  Dr.  Eccleston,  Fred.  T.  Frelinghuyscn,  Esq.,  Rev. 
Edward  Kempshall,  Rev.  J.  T.  Crane,  D.  D.,  Rev.  M.  E.  Ellison,  Rev.  Dr. 
Mesick,  Rev.  Dr.  Nichols,  Rev.  Paul  Van  Cleef,  Rev.  R.  L.  Dashiell. 

Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary — L.  A.  Smith,  M.  D. 

Treasurer — M.  W.  Day,  Esq.,  Cashier  Mechanics’  Bank,  Newark. 
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Ret.  John  Sets. 

I am  here  safely  deposited  on  terra  firma,  and  in  the  midst  of  a dear  people 
who  have  given  me  as  cordial  and  as  hearty  a welcome  now  as  I received 
inventy-ei^ht  years  ago,  when  I first  landed  on  their  shores.  We  arrived  on 
Ghristmas  day,  and  I came  on  shore  at  4^  P.  M.  Our  passage  was  a short 
and  pleasant  one,  of  thirty-five  days  from  Cape  Henry,  and  would  have  been 
less,  but  the  ship,  the  noble  and  commodious  M.  C.  Stevens,  the  Colonization 
Society’s  packet,  had  to  call  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  which  occasioned 
delay  of  two  days.  No  one  met  me  and  greeted  me  more  cordially  and 
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fraternally  than  Abraham  Hansen,  Esq.,  United  States  Commercial  Agent  for 
this  place.  This  Christian  gentleman  is  a Methodist,  was  appointed  as  my 
successor  last  June,  and  has  already  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
entire  community.  I am  staying  at  the  Navy  Hotel,  where  he  boards,  and 
enjoy  much  his  gentlemanly  and  Christian  society. 

The  Society’s  company  of  emigrants  by  this  opportunity,  though  less  than 
fifty,  proves  to  be  one  of  the  most  intellectual  and  educated  I have  ever  known. 
To  call  out  and  develop  their  mental  caliber,  I suggested,  as  I have  often 
done  before,  a series  of  debates  among  them,  myself  and  other  cabin  pas- 
sengers being  hearers,  and  one  or  the  other  chosen  moderator.  The  subjects 
proposed  by  us,  were  such  as  : “ Is  agriculture  more  conducive  to  a nation’s 
prosperity  than  commerce  ?’’  “ Is  a state  of  barbarism  of  greater  happiness 

to  a people  than  one  of  civilization.”  Is  iron  more  promotive  of  a country’s 
wealth  than  gold?”  “ Would  the  annexation  of  the  British  colony  of  Sierra 
Leone  to  the  Republic  of  Liberia  be  advantageous  to  the  latter?”  “ Is  it 
wise  to  alter  or  rescind  that  article  in  the  Constitution  of  Liberia,  which 
prohibits  all  persons  but  those  of  African  descent  from  being  citizens  ?” 
“ Is  the  union  of  Church  and  State  calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  a 
nation  ?” 

We  were  all  much  pleased  at  the  amount  of  talent,  and  the  evidence  of 
sound  mental  culture  displayed  by  these  colored  friends  as  they  took  sides 
in  these  debates,  and  I felt  convinced  that  should  their  lives  be  spared,  many 
of  them  would  prove  great  acquisitions  to  this  little  Republic. 

President  Benson,  ex-President  Roberts,  and  other  distinguished  gentle- 
men, with  whom  I traveled  in  company  last  March  to  Liverpool,  have  all 
returned,  and  have  rendered  their  country  much  service  while  in  England 
and  on  the  continent.  The  contributions  of  Liberia  to  the  great  Interna- 
tional Fair,  held  in  London  last  May,  have  raised  her  reputation  much,  and 
all  Europe  are  now  looking  to  her  as  possessing  great  facilities  and  an 
unrivaled  soil  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  coffee,  cotton,  cocoa,  and  other 
staples  of  the  Torrid  Zone. 

I had  the.  pleasure  of  being  fellow-passenger  with  Edward  S.  Morris,  Esq., 
of  Philadelphia  This  gentleman,  a son  of  one  of  the  merchant  princes  of 
that  city,  visits  Liberia  on  a most  philanthropic  enterprise.  He  has  pur- 
chased the  right  to  introduce  in  this  country  a machine  for  hulling  coffee, 
for  which  he  wishes  to  get  a patent  from  the  Liberian  Legislature,  now  in 
session,  securing  to  him  exclusively  this  right  for  a series  of  years.  This 
being  granted,  he  imports  these  machines,  specimens  of  which  he  has  with 
him,  adjusted  to  steam,  wind,  or  hand  power,  and  gives  to  each  coffee-planter 
the  use  of  one,  free  of  all  expense,  save  a per  centage  of  the  coffee  thus 
hulled,  for  the  whole  term  of  years  named  in  his  patent-right.  This  is  a 
great  desideratum  in  Liberia,  the  hulling  of  coffee  hitherto  by  hand  being 
the  most  laborious  and  expensive  part  of  its  cultivation.  At  the  end  of 
the  term  alluded  to  above,  the  machines  all  became  the  property  of  the  Libe- 
rian Government.  The  people  are  all  delighted,  and  hope  the  Legislature 
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will  pass  a bill  which  may  be  recommended  by  his  Excellency,  President 
Benson,  granting  the  patent. 

The  national  fair  is  just  about  closing.  Mr.  Morris  and  myself  both 
addressed  the  visitors  yesterday,  P.  M.,  at  the  special  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements. 

My  Congoe  friends  crowd  to  see  and  welcome  me.  They  evidence  much 
improvement  in  civilization.  This  is  most  unquestionably  the  home  of  the 
black  man. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  SEYS. 

Monrovia,  Liberia,  Dec.  27,  1862. 


000 

[Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce.] 

MR.  LATROBE’S  LETTER. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce: 

Gentlemen:  In  your  paper,  a few  days  ago,  a writer,  speaking  of  Stephen 
A.  Benson,  President  of  Liberia,  says  that  he  was  for  a time  a servant  in  my 
office  in  Baltimore.  This  is  a mistake.  Mr.  Benson’s  opportunities  were,  in 
some  respects,  less  even  than  my  office  might  have  afforded,  in  gleanings 
from  the  observation  of  a lawyer’s  practice.  James  Benson,  the  father  of  the 
President,  emigrated  from  Cambridge,  Dorchester  county,  Maryland,  in  1822, 
when  his  son,  Stephen,  was  six  years  of  age.  He  sailed  with  Ashmun,  in  the 
brig  Strong,  in  the  month  of  May,  and  in  November  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  with  the  natives  at  Cape  Mesurado.  His  eldest  son  was  killed,  and 
Stephen  taken  prisoner.  After  some  months  of  captivity,  he  was  restored 
to  his  parents,  and  was  put  to  school  to  the  Rev.  John  Revey,  who  had  emi- 
grated from  Maryland,  where  he  taught  a school  of  colored  children  in  Balti- 
more. In  1832,  the  elder  Benson  removed  with  his  family  to  Bassa,  and 
traded  with  the  natives,  and  farmed  until  his  death.  His  son  did  the  same, 
opened,  and  added  to  a large  coffee  estate,  and  continued  engaged  in  mer- 
«antile  and  agricultural  pursuits  until  he  was  elected  President  of  Liberia, 
never  having  left  Africa  from  the  time  of  his  landing  until  he  paid,  not  long 
since,  a visit  to  England,  where  he  was  received  with  kindness  and  distinc- 
tion. He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  has  been  in  many  battles 
with  the  natives,  and  is  a cool,  brave,  and  deliberate  soldier.  His  manners 
are  modest  and  unassuming,  with  the  air  of  a man  of  fixed  purposes ; and  he 
is  reputed  to  be  an  acute  and  wary  politician.  He  writes  clearly  and  well, 
and  to  the  point.  His  features  and  complexion  indicate  unmixed  African 
descent,  and  take  him  altogether,  he  affords  a striking  illustration  of  the 
capability  of  his  race,  when  relieved  from  influences  that  oppress  them  here, 
to  establish  and  maintain  an  intelligent,  industrious,  and  brave  nationality. 

If  I have  said  more  than  was  necessary  to  correct  the  mistake  of  your  cor- 
respondent in  attributing  to  my  agency,  however  remote,  an  influence  on  Mr. 
Benson’s  career,  it  has  been  because  I regard  him  as  one  of  many  to  whom 
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colonizationists  are  indebted  for  the  vindication  of  the  wisdom  of  the  scheme 
which  has  established  on  the  coast  of  Africa  a people  and  a nation,  to  which 
the  free  colored  population  of  the  United  States  may  go  when  circumstances 
here,  now  especially  maturing,  and  beyond  all  human  control,  shall  deprive 
them  of  the  freedom  of  choice,  and  leave  them  no  alternative  but  removal. 

Most  respectfully, 

'JNO.  H.  B.  LATROBE, 
President  American  Colonization  Society. 

Baltimore,  Dec.  16,  1862. 

000 

[Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  ] 

FROM  ST.  HELENA— MORE  SLATERS  CAPTURED. 

St.  Helena,  Jan.  24,  1863. 

Since  my  last,  no  less  than  three  slavers  have  arrived  in  our  roadstead, 
but  only  one  of  which  had  slaves  on  board,  and  they  were  not  captured  in 
the  vessel  in  which  they  came  here,  but  were  taken  in  a small  cutter  in  the 
river  Congo,  and  the  vessel  being  destroyed  they  were  transferred  to  the 
next  prize.  The  first  of  the  above  vessels  was  captured  by  Her  Majesty’s  ship 
Zebra,  off  the  river  Congo,  on  the  20th  November,  and  arrived  here  on  the 
13th  December,  having  on  board  83  slaves.  She  was  a fine  brig,  apparently 
of  Spanish  build,  but  when  seized  had  neither  colors  nor  papers.  Her  crew 
was  landed  on  the  coast.  The  second  slaver  arrived  on  the  16th  December, 
having  been  detained  off  Cabenda  on  the  25th  November  by  Her  Majesty’s 
ship  Antelope.  She  is  also  of  Spanish  build,  and  as  in  the  case  of  the  other 
vessel,  had  nothing  on  board  to  identify  her  nationality.  She  was,  however,  a 
larger  and  much  finer  brig,  and  apparently  had  just  been  fitted  out.  The  third 
and  most  important  capture  was  made  off  Little  Fish  Bay.  This  vessel  is  a 
fine  clipper  ship  of  about  500  tons,  and  unquestionably  American  built.  The 
words  “ Island  Queen,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,”  are  plainly  to  be  seen  painted 
on  her  stern.  This  vessel  had  just  arrived  on  the  coast,  and  having  landed 
her  supercargo  with  a large  sum  of  money,  was  waiting  the  time  appointed 
to  go  in  again  to  ship  a cargo  of  a thousand  slaves  for  Cuba,  but  was  fallen 
in  with  by  Her  Majesty’s  ship  Wrangler,  then  on  her  voyage  from  Fish  Bay, 
for  this  port.  The  Island  Queen,  being  a remarkably  fast  vessel,  was  not 
taken  until  after  a long  and  exciting  chase,  but  was  at  last  brought  to  by  a 
shot  from  the  gunboat’s  sixty-eight-pounder.  She  was  found  to  be  thoroughlv 
equipped  for  the  slave  trade,  and  was  consequently  sent  here  by  her  captors 
for  adjudication.  It  is  said  she  lately  sailed  from  Cardiff  with  a cargo  of 
coals  for  Cadiz,  and  was  fitted  up  at  the  latter  place  for  her  present  voyage. 
All  three  slavers  have  been  condemned  and  sold.  All  the  crew  of  the  Island 
Queen  came  here  in  her.  They  appeared  to  be  Spaniards,  and  most  of  them 
have  left  again  for  Cadiz  in  the  Spanish  ship  Conception.  The  United  States 
ship  Ino  arrived  here  on  the  5th  instant  from  New  York,  and  intended  remain- 
ing four  or  five  weeks  with  us  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  sloop  Saratoga, 
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from  the  African  coast,  but  owing  to  the  existing  regulations  she  was  only 
permitted  to  stay  forty-eight  hours.  Captain  Williams  and  his  officers  were 
on  shore,  and  exchanged  civilities  with  the  U.  S.  Consul.  He  was  also  called 
on  by  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  troops,  and  other  military  officers,  and 
also  by  the  commander  and  officers  of  H.  M.’s  ships  Griffin  and  Wrangler. 
The  Ino  left  this  port  on  the  7th  for  a cruise,  and  returned  off  the  port  on  the 
19th,  but  did  not  anchor.  The  executive  officer  and  paymaster  came  on  shore 
to  leave  some  letters  to  be  forwarded,  and  which  will  probably  go  in  this 
ship.  We  expect  the  pleasure  of  another  visit  from  the  Ino  about  the  end  of 
this  month,  when  she  will  probably  anchor  to  get  a supply  of  water  and 
repair  her  foreyard,  which  is  said  to  be  badly  sprung. 

I remain,  yours,  &c., 

VERITAS. 

Central  Africa. 

Dr.  Livingstone  writes  to  the  News  of  the  Churches : “On  the  River  Shire 
and  Lake  Nyassa,  the  great  evil  we  have  to  contend  against  is  the  slave  trade. 
According  to  our  consul  at  at  Zanibar,  nineteen  thousand  slaves  pass  annually 
through  the  custom-house  there,  and  most  of  them  come  from  the  lake  and 
river  just  named.  This  traffic  destroys  all  the  better  feelings  of  those  among 
whom  it  flourishes.  We  lately  sailed  about  two  hundred  miles  along  the 
western  shore  of  Nyassa,  and  notwithstanding  the  yearly  drain  to  the  East 
coast,  never  saw  such  a teeming  population  as  lined  its  shores.  They  were 
upon  the  whole  very  civil.  No  fines  were  levied  nor  dues  demanded.  All 
were  busily  engaged  in  catching  fish  with  nets,  creels,  hooks,  torches,  or 
poison.  Slaves  were  often  offered  for  sale.  The  lake  is  over  two  hundred 
miles  long,  from  twenty  to  fifty  or  more  miles  broad,  and  very  deep.  It  is 
surrounded  by  mountains  of  great  height  and  beauty.  The  uplands  at  their 
base  are  probably  all  healthy  and  fit  for  the  residence  of  missionaries.  This 
region  of  the  Lake  Nyassa  and  river  Shire  is  four  hundred  miles  in  length, 
and  is  but  a small  portion  of  this  continent,  of  the  future  of  which  the  more 
we  know  the  more  interesting  it  becomes;  aye,  and  the  more  urgent  do  its 
claims  appear  on  those  who  possess  and  prize  Christ’s  holy  Gospel.” 

United  Presbyterians  in  Kaffraria. — The  U.  P.  Presbytery  of  Dumfer- 
line  expect  to  ordain,  Feb.  3rd,  a licentiate  to  go  and  settle  in  Kaffraria.  At 
their  meeting  of  January  6th,  a communication  was  read  from  Dr.  Somerville, 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Missions,  stating  that  thirty-six  persons  in  King  Wil- 
liam’s Town,  Kaffraria,  had  communicated  with  the  U.  P.  Church,  requesting 
that  a minister  should  be  appointed  to  them,  offering  to  pay  a stipend  of  £200, 
and  give  a manse,  and  to  repay  the  cost  of  outfit  and  passage  within  three 
years. 

Gifts  Quickly  Returned.— In  the  island  of  Corisco  there  is  a church  called 
the  Evangasimba  Church.  It  has  been  gathered,  of  course,  by  the  mission- 
aries of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  since  the  establishment  of  the  mission 
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on  that  island.  But  it  has  begun  already  to  send  hack  its  gifts  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Church  which  sent  it  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.  In 
the  acknowledgments  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  for  December,  1862, 
we  find  the  following: — Presbytery  of  Corisco — Evany asimha  Church  The 
sum  is  small,  but  it  is  larger  than  many  churches  at  home  give ; and  it  beau- 
tifully illustrates  the  sympathy  which  pervades  the  body  of  Christ,  to  behold 
those  who  are  just  rescued  from  the  darkness  of  heathenism,  joining  in  the 
general  work  of  the  Church,  and  dwellers  in  the  isles  of  the  sea  helping  to 
rear  churches  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  prairies  of  the  West. — Presbyterian. 

000 

Death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Baird. 

The  death  at  Yonkers,  on  Sunday,  of  Rev.  Dr.  Baird,  has  removed  from  us 
one  of  the  most  widely-travelled  and  accomplished  men  of  the  day, — one 
whose  name  has  been  for  over  a generation  identified  with  many  of  our  prom- 
inent religious  associations. 

Robert  Baird  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  6th  of 
October,  1798,  and  in  1818  graduated  at  Jefferson  College  in  that  State.  He 
studied  Theology  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  in  1822  was  licensed  to 
preach.  In  Princeton  he  started  and  for  five  years  managed  a grammar 
school,  but  in  1828  relinquished  it,  to  form  a connection  with  the  American 
Bible  Society  as  a sort  of  missionary  agent  in  the  then  benighted  State  of 
New  Jersey.  Subsequently  he  travelled  through  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
in  behalf  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union;  and  in  1835  extended  his 
travels  to  Europe,  where  he  remained  over  eight  years,  preaching  in  behalf 
of  temperance  and  Protestantism.  He  has  since  that  time  been  connected  in 
different  capacities  with  various  religious  organizations.  Some  two  years 
ago  he  made  his  last  trip  abroad,  and  spoke  boldly  in  London  in  regard  to 
the  war,  of  course  warmly  supporting  the  Federal  Government. 

Dr.  Baird  has  written  several  books  of  interest.  His  “View  of  the  Valley 
of  the  Mississippi”  was  published  in  1832.  The  “History  of  the  Temperance 
Societies”  appeared  in  1836,  and  was  translated  into  German,  Dutch,  Swedish, 
Finnish  and  Russian.  “Religion  in  America,”  printed  in  Glasgow  in  1842, 
won  nearly  as  great  a popularity,  and  “ Protestanism  in  Italy,”  published  in 
Boston  in  1845,  attracted  considerable  attention  at  the  time.  Besides  these 
Dr.  Baird  has  edited  several  religious  memoirs,  and  has  written  very  largely 
for  the  periodical  and  newspaper  press  of  this  country  and  England. 

Dr.  Baird  was  a genial,  pleasant 'man,  with  a ready  flow  of  conversation 
and  a frank,  open  manner,  which  was  very  attractive  to  almost  every  one 
with  whom  he  came  into  contact.  From  his  repeated  association  with  people 
of  the  highest  rank  in  foreign  countries  he  acquired  the  suavity  .of  a courtier. 
He  was  personally  known  to  most  of  the  royal  families  of  Europe,  and  re- 
garded as  a valued  personal  friend  by  the  late  Czar  Nicholas  of  Russia  and 
the  present  Emperor.  Among  the  numerous  anecdotes  which  Dr.  Baird  used 
to  tell  was  one  about  his  introduction  to  the  present  Empress.  The  Crown 
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Prince — now  Alexander  II — was  married  at  an  early  age,  and  after  bringing 
his  young  bride  to  the  palace  at  Tsarskoa-Seloe,  invited  Dr.  Baird  to  dine 
with  him.  After  dinner  the  young  husband  asked  the  Doctor  privately  what 
‘‘  he  really  thought  of  the  Crown  Princess.”  As  the  lady  was  as  beautiful  as 
even  a princess  should  be,  the  Doctor  had  no  hesitation  in  warmly  congratu- 
lating the  future  Emancipator  of  Russia  on  his  choice. 

Dr.  Baird  could  have  written  a most  entertaining  book  of  personal  remin- 
iscence, and  probably  intended  to  do  so.  The  news  of  his  death  will  be  quite 
as  unexpected  as  unwelcome  to  his  very  large  circle  of  friends.  The  funeral 
takes  place  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Yonkers,  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon at  2 o’clock. — E.  Post. 

000 . 

Egypt. 

The  Mission  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Egypt  meets  with  much 
encouragement.  Its  school  at  Cairo  has  two  hundred  scholars,  and  that  at 
Alexandria  one  hundred  and  fifty.  One  of  its  missionaries  sold  eight 
thousand  New  Testaments  on  a tour  up  the  Nile. 

JEWISH. 

Jews  ix  Abyssinia. — The  present  condition  of  the  Jewish  people  and  their 
leaders  is  very  remarkable  and  suggestive.  The  Rev.  H.  Stern,  an  eminent 
missionary  of  the  London  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Christianity  among 
the  Jews,  has  just  published  a work  entitled  ‘‘Wanderings  among  the  Falashas 
in  Abyssinia.”  The  Falashas  (“Exiles,”  as  the  word  signifies)  have,  as  a 
distinct  colony  of  Jews,  lived  in  the  very  heart  of  Abyssinia  since  long  before 
the  Christian  era.  They  make  but  for  themselves  a magnificent  pedigree. 
They  say  that  their  ancestors  came  to  Ethiopia  in  the  reign  of  Maqueda, 
Queen  of  Sheba,  and  that  at  one  period  they  were  independent  and  ruled  over 
by  a king  and  queen,  called  Gideon  and  Judith.  They  are  now  a subject  race, 
scattered  over  five  provinces  of  Abyssinia,  and  amounting  to  about  a quarter 
of  a million  of  souls.  Their  synagogues  are  to  be  distinguished  by  a red  pot  on 
the  top  of  each  of  them.  They  have  been  sternly  exclusive  and  ritualistic. 
They  forbid  all  intermarriages  with  unbelievers,  and  if  one  of  them  even  visit 
a Gentile,  he  must  undergo  a thorough  back  lustration  before  he  can  be 
received  into  the  congregation,  together  with  a complete  and  thorough  change 
of  dress.  They  are  moral  in  their  conduct,  industrious  in  their  habits,  and 
“devout”  after  their  formalist  fashion. — Presbyterian  Banner. 

Africa. — Recent  letters  and  the  Liberia  Herald  furnish  interesting  intel- 
ligence from  the  young  African  Republic.  A schooner-rigged  craft,  built  at 
Edina  by  Matthias  Liberty,  had  reached  Cape  Palmas  “on  her  first  voyage  to 
get  goods  for  Mr.  John  L.  Crusoe,  an  enterprising  young  merchant  of  Edina.” 
The  .Methodist  Mission  had  ready  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  one  thou- 
sand pounds  of  coffee,  the  produce  of  the  farm  at  White  Plains,  “ at  present 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  John  Robinson,  a recaptive  by  the  Pons.” — 
Missionary  Advocate,  • 
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Death  of  Hon,  Elisha  Whittlesey. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Col- 
onization Society,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  announced  the  sudden 
decease  of  the  venerable  Elisha  Whittlesey,  a Vice  President  of 
this  Society,  for  several  years  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  submitted  and  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved^  That,  in  this  hour  of  national  calamity  and  distress,  this  com- 
mittee are  affected  by  a grief  not  to  be  expressed,  in  the  removal  from  their 
presence  and  counsels  of  the  venerable  Elisha  Whittlesey,  so  long  and  so 
eminently  devoted,  in  Congress  and  high  offices  of  public  trust,  to  the  honor 
and  welfare  of  our  country,  to  this  Society,  and  to  the  interests  of  human 
virtue,  improvement,  and  happiness;  and  that  our  consolation  under  the 
loss  we  sustain  must  be  derived  alone  from  resignation  to  the  supreme 
Providence  in  which  he  ever  confided,  and  which  directed  and  supported  him 
in  his  varied  and  multiplied  exertions  for  mankind, 

Res'^ilved^  That  the  members  of  this  Committee,  and  the  friends  generally 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  can  never  cease  to  cherish  a warm  and 
grateful  remembrance  of  their  departed  friend  for  his  early,  constant,  zealous, 
and  able  services  for  this  institution,  (both  as  for  many  years  chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  and  a Vice  President  of  the  Society,)  to  the  progress 
of  which  he  was  permitted  eminently  to  contribute  during  his  long  life  by 
his  writings,  his  counsels,  his  efforts,  and  his  prayers. 

Resolved,  That  the  preceding  resolutions  be  published,  and  communicated 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

000 

Items  of  Intelligence. 

Emancipation  in  Missouri — Jefferson  City,  [Mo.,)  March  8. — A bill  has  been 
introduced  in  the  State  Senate  for  the  gradual  extinction  of  slavery  in  Mis- 
souri. It  provides  that  all  children  born  of  slave  mothers  after  the  4th  of 
July,  1863,  shall  be  free.  All  such  children  to  be  apprenticed  to  the  owner 
of  their  mothers  till  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  All  children  born 
of  such  apprentices  to  be  apprenticed  to  the  master,  or  to  whom  their  mother 
is  apprenticed,  until  such  mother  reaches  the  age  of  twenty-one.  The  terms 
of  apprenticeship  to  conform  with  the  general  act  concerning  apprentices, 
passed  in  1855. 

Latest  News  from  New  Orleans. — Neio  York,  March  8. — The  steamer 
Columbia  has  arrived  from  New  Orleans  on  the  27th,  and  Havana  on  the  2d 
instant.  Among  the  passengers  from  Havana  are  two  persons  who  have 
just  landed  a cargo  of  Africans  in  Cuba,  their  profits  amounting  to  $960,000, 
which  they  brought  in  gold  to  this  port. 

Deceased. — Miss  Mary  Caroline  Stevens  died  in  Talbot  county,  Md.,  a few 
days  ago.  The  packet  ship  “Mary  Caroline  Stevens,”  running  between  this 
port  and  Liberia,  was  called  after  the  deceased,  her  father,  the  late  Col.  John 
Stevens,  having  made  a present  of  the  ship  to  the  American  Colonization 
Society. — Baltimore  Sun. 
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Treat)^  with  Liberia. 

We  understand  that  the  treaty  concluded  at  London  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  between  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  two  Powers,  the  Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  United 
States  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  Stephen  Allen  Benson, 
President  of  Liberia,  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  and  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty  is  said  to  be 
very  brief,  guarantying  reciprocal  freedom  of  commerce  between 
the  two  Powers,  and  stipulating  that  the  citizens  of  each  contracting 
country  shall  enjoy  in  the  other  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which 
are  or  may  be  granted  to  any  other  foreigners,  citizens,  or  subjects 
of  the  most  favored  nations.  In  one  of  its  articles  the  United  States 
pledges  itself  never  to  interfere,  unless  solicited  by  the  Government 
of  Liberia,  in  any  difficulties  beween  that  Government  and  the  abo- 
riginal inhabitants.  See  this  treaty  in  the  present  number. 

Latest  from  Liberia. 

The  Rev.  H.  B.  Stuart,  Congregational  Minister  at  Greenville, 
(Sinon  Co.,)  Liberia,  writes  (December  17,  1863,)  of  the  happy 
death  of  his  daughter,  and  mentions  gratefully  the  most  kind. aid 
he  had  received  in  his  affliction  from  our  excellent  friend.  Dr.  G. 
W.  Hall,  who  visited  him  at  that  time.  Mr.  Stuart  says  the  church 
and  school  are  in  a healthy  condition. 

THE  EXPEDITION  FOR  THE  FIRST  OF  MAY  NEXT. 

We  expect  the  return  from  Liberia  of  the  Mary  C.  Stevens,  early  in 
April.  We  look  for  the  departure  from  Baltimore  for  this  Republic, 
of  this  fine  ship  on  the  first  of  May  next.  A goodly  number  of  emi- 
grants maybe  expected;  quite  a number  from  this  District.  Appli- 
cations should  be  promptly  made  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wm.  McLain  of 
this  office,  411  Penn,  avenue,  or  to  Dr.  James  Hall,  Colonization 
office,  Baltimore. 

Freedom  and  Education. — Since  the  emancipation  of  the  Russian  serfs,  the 
Government  of  Toula,  which  formerly  had  ten  village  schools,  and  256  pupils, 
has  now  1,123  schools,  with  16,387.  The  schools  in  Simbirsk  have  increased 
from  20  to  277,  and  of  pupils  from  375  to  4,192  ; in  Podolia,  from  308  to  1,238 
schools,  and  from  14,596  to  30,000  pupils. 

000 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY 

From  the  20th  of  February  to  the  20th  of  3farch,  1863. 

VERMONT.  lection  in  Congregational 

By  Rev.  F.  Butler,  ($40:)  Church $2  00 

Arlington — S.  Deming,  $3.  Windsor — Hon.  Allen  Ward- 

H.  Canfield,  $2 $5  00  ner,  $2.  Rev.  Malcolm 

Westford Ballance  of  col-  Douglass,  $1 3 00 
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Vermont Miscellaneous,  ■ 

which  constitutes  Aaron 
G.  Pease,  of  Norwich,  a 
life  member $30  00 

RHODE  ISLAND.  40  00 

By  Rev.  John  Orcutt,  ($5:) 

Newport — A friend 5 00 

CONNECTICUT. 


By  Rev.JohnOrcutt,($519.50:} 
Hartford — Rev.  William  W. 
Turner,  James  B.  Hosmer, 
Alfred  Smith,  each  $50. 
Charles  F.  Pond,  $30,  to 
constitute  himself  a life 
member.  Mrs.  Charles  F. 
Pond,  $30,  to  constitute 
herself  a life  member.  H. 
Huntington,  Cash,  each 
$20.  D.  P.  Crosby,  Lucius 
Barbour,Charles  Seymour, 
William  T.  Lee,  Cash,  R. 
Mather,  Cash,  S.  S.  Ward, 
Austin  Dunham,  E.  Flow- 
er, Mrs.  Thos.  S.  Williams, 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Segourney,  ea. 

$10.  Mrs.  H.  C.  Trum- 
bull, E.  T.  Smith,  George 
W.  Moore,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Pitkin,  Cash,  C.  H.  Nor- 
tham,  E.  B.  Watkinson, 

H.  L.  Porter,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Day,  Cash,  D.  Phillips, 
Cash,  Edwin  Taylor,  Chas. 
Hosmer,  Henry  Keney, 
James  Goodwin,  President 
Eliot,  each  $5.  Bishop 
Brownell  $4.  S.  D.  Sperry, 

E.  K.  Root,  Samuel  Taylor, 

O.  Allen,  Charles  Benton, 

J.  C.  Walkley,  Albert  Day, 

E.  Bolles,  B.  E.  Hooker, 
each  $3.  Misses  Draper, 
Cash,S.  Spencer,  Albert  F. 
Day, each  $2.  S.  W.  White, 

M.  Lord,  G.  B.  Corning,  A. 

D.  Enson,  J.  Langdon,  Dr. 


Preston,  each  $1 500  00 

Canton  Centre — Canton  Col. 
Society,in  addition,to  con- 
stitute Rev.  <J.  N.  Lyman 

a life  member 9 50 

Connecticut— friends 10  00 

519  50 

Connecticut  Colonization 
Society,  by  Charles  Sey- 
mour, Treasurer 58  50 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


Washington  City — Dr.  L.  A. 
Edwards,  through  William 

Ballantyne $10  00 

Miscellaneous 514  67 

524  67 

Liberian  Government — For  in- 
terest received  on  their  ac- 
count   699  74 

OHIO. 


By  Rev.O.B.  Plimpton, ($88:) 
Rev.  W.  Brainard,  John  Ne- 
vill,  C.  N.  Sorter,  J.  B. 
Hovey,  Harris  Janes,  Mer- 
cy Smith,- Charlotte  Bar- 
ker, William  Radcliff,  S. 

C.  Mosier,  M.  Searles, 
Stephen  Thayer,  Jonathan 
Searles,  and  Joel  Gorman, 
each$l.  Lyman  Stocking, 
A.Cook,  Edm’d  Richmond, 
and  Rev.  Samuel  Gregg, 
each  $2.  J.H.  Minor, Rufus 
Mapes,  William  Apthorp, 
Ancil  Walworth,  Clarissa 
Bishop,  Mary  Silliman,and 


Nancy  Hall,  each  $5 56  00 

Elkton — Columbiana  county, 

without  names 32  00 


88  00 

Cincinnati  legacy  of  John 
McCormick,  late  of  Cincin- 
nati, deceased,  by  his  ex- 
ecutors, Edward  McCor- 
mick and  Thos.  M.  Gechin  2,000  00 


IOWA 

Newton — John  A.  Garnett, 
sent  from  Paducah,  Ken- 
tucky  115  00 

FOR  REPOSITORY. 

RHODE  ISLAND— 

Benjamin  Hall  and  Mrs. 

Sam’l  Bradford,  for  1863,  2 00 

MARYLAND — Baltimore 

E.  L.  Witthaus,  for  1863...  1 00 

OHIO — Marion — Hev.  H.  H. 

Messenger,  for  1863 1 00 

Walnut  Hill — Rev.  J.  C. 
Boutecou,  for  1863 1 00 

Total  Repository 5 00 

Donations 836  00 

Legacies 2,000  00 

Liberian  Govern’! 699  74 

Miscellaneous 514  67 


578  00 


$4,055  41 
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